Project Name: Happier Periods, Safer Sex: Promoting Menstrual and Sexual Health at the GSD 

Individuals Submitting: Emily Klein and Juan Reynoso


Project Plan: 
During the spring 2020 semester, the project team will collaborate with Building Services to run a pilot project of free pads, tampons, and condoms (male and female) within 2 sets of gender neutral bathrooms at the GSD. By February 2020, storage baskets will be set-up within the one of the gender neutral bathrooms located on the 3rd floor and a second gender neutral bathroom on the fifth floor to dispense the materials. During the following 6 weeks, the project team will monitor the baskets, record usage, and re-fill them with items as necessary. After 6 weeks of implementation, the team will summarize the findings of the pilot, including total costs and monitoring needs. These findings will then be shared with the GSD student body, Building Services, the Healthy Places Design Lab, the Dean’s Office, and other community stakeholders. 

If the pilot is successful in showing that there is a high demand of menstrual and sexual health supplies within the GSD community, then the project team in collaboration with other stakeholders (e.g. Women in Design and Healthy Places GSD) will present a request to the administration for an extension of this pilot project as a permanent resource of the GSD community beginning in the 2020-2021 academic year and supplied in perpetuity year over year.


Core Values: 
This project fundamentally seeks to support women’s health and to promote healthy sexual practices at the GSD. Currently, other Harvard graduate schools already provide these menstrual and sexual supplies in select bathrooms within their facilities. This pilot project seeks to bring the GSD in line with health practices already established at the T.H. Chan School of Public Health, the Kennedy School, and many other of our peer institutions.

Furthermore, by centering women’s health, this project seeks to advance gender equity within the GSD. This gender equity lens is particularly important as the GSD historically was and continues to be an unsupportive environment for women, femmes, gender-queer, and trans people. 

Finally, as described earlier, the project team will collaborate with the Healthy Places student group, Women in Design, and other student stakeholders in designing and finalizing the pilot project. Moreover, the team will meet with Building Services and the Janitorial Staff to ensure a smooth implementation.


Impact and Longevity: 
Ideally, this project will overwhelming demonstrate the desire for and use of menstrual and sexual health supplies within the GSD community, provoking the administration to provide these supplies for free in all GSD-affiliated buildings. We envision that if this project is extended beyond April 2020, it will be funded by the GSD general budget as a part of janitorial supplies. The re-stocking of supplies will be carried out by Building Services and Janitorial Staff. 
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Budget Table:

	Item
	Cost
	Amount
	Total

	Tampons*
	$0.30[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.huffpost.com/entry/period-cost-lifetime_n_7258780] 

	3000
	$900

	Pads*
	$0.20
	3000
	$600

	Female Condoms**
	$2.00[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://americanpregnancy.org/preventing-pregnancy/female-condom/] 

	300
	$600

	Male Latex Condoms**
	$0.50[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/birth-control/condom/how-do-i-get-condoms] 

	2000
	$1000

	Baskets***
	$30
	4
	$120

	GRAND TOTAL
	
	
	$3220


*assuming approximately 400 menstruating students, faculty, and guests at the GSD who menstruate approximately once every 30 days over the three month trial and would use on average 2-3 free tampons and 2-3 free pads per menstrual cycle
**assuming each student helps themselves to 2-3 condoms over the three month trial and accounting for general preferences
***assuming 2 baskets (one for tampons and pads, and one for condoms) within each of the 2 gender neutral bathrooms that will be part of the pilot study

7. [OPTIONAL] Please use this last question to elaborate on any other element of your project that you find important for us to know (and that you did not have an explicit chance to discuss up to this point.)
